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bluesign
bluesign® is an industry-wide system bringing 
together brands, manufacturers, converters 
and chemical suppliers to collaborate on 
chemical management. ASICS became the first 
Japanese brand to become a System Partner 
of bluesign® in 2017, a system uniting every part 
of the supply chain to improve the sustainability 
of textile and footwear production. In 2018 we 
began to develop a road map to plan the use 
of bluesign materials in our products. Our initial 
focus is on our main global apparel collections, 
including our running, training, track and field 
and tennis collections, which often guide the 
development of smaller and more regional 
collections. 

While we are already working with many 
manufacturers that are bluesign system 
partners, in future we aim to buy our 
materials almost exclusively from bluesign 
system partner suppliers to increase our use 
of bluesign-approved fabrics in our global 
apparel collections year on year. By using 
bluesign-approved materials in these products, 
we ensure that a large proportion of the 
apparel fabrics we use are made in a way 
that minimizes impacts on humans and 
the environment. 

1st
Japanese brand to become  
a System Partner of bluesign®

AFIRM Group
When it comes to sustainability, businesses like 
ours can achieve much more by working with 
others in our industry than we can on our own. 
For this reason, in 2013 we joined the Apparel 
and Footwear International RSL Management 
(AFIRM) Group – an organization providing 
a forum for industry-wide collaboration to 
reduce the use and impact of harmful chemical 
substances in the apparel and footwear supply 
chain. ASICS has fully adopted the AFIRM 
Group’s restricted substances list (RSL) since 
it was first released in 2015.

In November 2018, the AFIRM Group organised 
a supplier seminar on chemical management 
in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. ASICS’ suppliers 
were among 320 suppliers attending the 
seminar to connect with other suppliers and 
brands, and improve their knowledge and skills. 
Key topics discussed during the event included 
Vietnamese laws, RSL management and how 
to phase out specific chemicals. Attendees 
also took part in case study exercises to apply 
their knowledge.
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AFIRM Group supplier seminar, Vietnam
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Product recalls

2017 2

2018 0

2016 2

2015 6

2014 1

Total number of product recalls because of noncompliance 
with regulations and voluntary codes concerning product 
and service quality, information or labeling.

Data on 2014 tracked from April 1 to December 31, 2014. 
2015 to 2018 data is based on calendar year.

Chemical safety
We are committed to using chemicals safely 
and appropriately and without harm to people 
or the environment, in compliance with all 
international and local laws and regulations.

To ensure compliance, we conduct random 
inspections at our suppliers’ facilities. We also 
carry out a variety of randomized tests on our 
products before they are shipped to customers. 
These include performance tests such as 
durability and colorfastness, along with 
advanced chemical analyses. Tests are 
conducted both within our own organization 
and by accredited, independent, third-party 
laboratories.

The ASICS Guideline for the Control and Use 
of Chemicals defines the responsibilities of 
ASICS and its suppliers regarding the control 
and use of chemicals in our product design 
and manufacturing processes. The guideline 
ensures legal compliance and is aligned with 
industry best practice in chemical management. 
All suppliers must comply with the requirements 
of the guideline when manufacturing ASICS’ 
products.

Reducing Volatile Organic Compounds 
(VOCs) in footwear manufacturing
The manufacture of shoes, especially high 
performance sports shoes, involves the use 
of adhesives to bond different parts together. 
Traditionally, adhesives based on solvents 
containing VOCs have been used in the 
manufacture of athletic shoes. However, these 
solvents can have harmful impacts on people 
and the environment. Since 2011, we have 
been applying a broad range of alternatives 
to these adhesives. These include switching 
to water-based adhesives and, more recently, 
adopting new production technologies and 
design techniques that allow shoes to be made 
with fewer parts and therefore less adhesive. 
Together, these methods help us reduce our 
VOCs emissions while also ensuring that we 
continue to use energy and water efficiently.

In 2018, our VOCs emissions were 4,082 tonnes 
in our strategic factories. Please note that this 
figure includes disposed adhesives volume 
in each factory, therefore, a higher value than 
actual emissions can be shown. We have a plan 
to calculate the amount of adhesives per pair 
of shoes once we receive further detailed 
information from our suppliers.

Managing quality and safety
At ASICS, we are committed to ensuring the 
quality and safety of our products. Throughout 
our operations, we use a quality assurance and 
management system to ensure our products 
comply with all applicable global standards. 
We continuously improve this system to ensure 
our products and services continue to meet 
the requirements of our customers.

Training is an integral part of our quality 
assurance and management system. Besides 
training our own employees in our quality 
principles and objectives, we also train and 
certify staff within our suppliers’ facilities. 
We carry out product liability inspections that 
cover product safety, the application of quality 
improvement measures, and descriptions 
on product labels and promotional materials.
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