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Hoofddorp, 15 September 2008 

SPONSORSHIP 

 

ASICS becomes sports partner of Paris Marathon 

 

ASICS will be the official sports partner of the Paris Marathon for the upcoming 

years. The association with a series of the most prestigious marathons on the 

planet – New York, Tokyo and now Paris – will underline ASICS’ position as 

market leader in performance running. The 2009 edition will take place on 

Sunday, 5th April. 

 

The Paris Marathon is one of the major European running events, in terms of 

participation, media coverage and course beauty. It is a natural fit for ASICS to 

be associated with such a renowned showcase event. One that is completely in 

accordance with ASICS’ core fundamental values: Anima Sana in Corpore Sano 

– A sound mind in a sound body. By connecting to core running events, ASICS 

shows its commitment to support individual runners and the running community 

as a whole. 

 

ASICS will have a presence in all communications relating to the marathon, 

throughout the whole event. At the marathon Expo in Paris, ASICS will be a 

major player in servicing the participants with gait analyses, shoe advice and 

other forms of specialist expertise. With a dedicated area of 600m², ASICS will 

offer a special Paris Marathon merchandise collection with running apparel, 

accessories, souvenirs and a unique edition of the GEL-Nimbus running shoe 

created especially for the 2009 Paris Marathon. > 
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Katsumi Kato, President of ASICS Europe, commented: “ASICS is proud to be 

partner of one of the most exciting marathons, in one of the most exciting cities.” 

Didier Dreulle, President of ASICS France, remarked: “We are very proud that 

ASICS is once again the partner of the most prestigious French marathon. 

ASICS, as market leader in running, deserves the number 1 French marathon.”  

 

In 2008, the Paris Marathon welcomed 37,200 participants from 98 different 

countries, of which 12 runners finished under 2 hours and 10 minutes – with a 

new world record that year. It was part of the IAAF Gold Label Road Races of 

2008. The race attracted over 250,000 spectators, had 80 musical groups along 

the route and worked with 3,200 volunteers. Some 4,000 participants joined the 

UNESCO breakfast race, a commitment to sustainable development with race 

partners.  

 

For more information: www.parismarathon.com 
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